
69%

64%

60%

53%

50%

73%
Undergraduate

75%
Age 18 to 24

58%
Women

29%
Language other than

English at home

19%
First in family

24%
Disability, health condition,

or neurodivergent

17% 23% 16% 31% 13%

15% 19% 11% 35% 20%

AIinHE.org is a research collaboration between Monash University,
Deakin University, The University of Queensland, and the University of
Technology Sydney. Established in 2024, the project examines how
students are using generative AI, how they understand its role in their
learning, and what this means for higher education policy and practice.

The purpose of this work is to ensure that student voices are central to
institutional responses to AI. The findings provide timely evidence to
support university leaders as they consider how AI is reshaping
learning, teaching, assessment, support, and the student experience.

AIinHE.org Project 
2026 Emerging Insights
10,000+ students’ perspectives of AI and university experience.
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2026 snapshot

10,237
student responses

Frequency of AI use for Study

(N = 10237)2026

(N = 8458)2024

This data snapshot draws on the 2026
survey. The 121 survey items explore
students’ experiences and perspectives
on AI in higher education, including
patterns of use, motivations, assessment
practices, academic integrity, learning, AI
fluency, and perceived impacts. The
survey is ongoing at the time of this report
and as a consequence, insights reported
here may vary from final published results.

Find out more at: AIinHE.org 

Editing or
improving writing

Generating ideas
or examples

Teaching me how to
do something

Finding information or
conducting research

Getting feedback
on my work

Most common uses of AI

(N = 8570)

http://aiinhe.org/


21% 16% 63%

19% 21% 60%

22% 21% 57%

28% 24% 48%

29% 26% 45%

37% 23% 40%

55%

55%

47%

41%

32%

67%

62%

57%

56%

47%

Original text first

AI Summary first

It depends

Often/Always

Never/rarely

Sometimes

(N = 6445)(N = 8551) (N=6560)

42%

13%

45%

Use AI to summarise
course materials?

Do you read the
original text?

8%

21%

71%

Neither

Makes things faster

Helps me get unstuck/
overcome blocks

Makes things easier

Reduces my stress

Helps me feel more
confident

It can be
inaccurate

Personal learning values

I want to do it myself

Worried about breaking
rules

Ethical concerns

Use AI

(N = 8225)

Limit / avoid AI

(N = 8079)

Of those students who use AI for their studies

5 strongest reasons why students...

Glimpse into one use of AI: summarising course content

Response numbers vary across items because not all students answered every question.

The survey is ongoing at the time of this report, insights reported here may vary from final published results.

AI was used to increase the resolution of some graphics.

Using AI helps me understand
course content more deeply

I feel confident in my learning
when I use AI appropriately

I am concerned about my
reliance on AI as a student

Work produced with AI support
reflects what I have actually learned

I remember material better when I
have used AI to support my learning

Using AI improves my ability to apply
ideas to new problems or contexts

(N = 7385)

Of those students who use AI for their studies

Students perceptions of AI and learning

Which do you
read first?

31%

42%

26%

AIinHE.org 
Notes: 

(Percentages show students selecting “a lot” or “a great deal” on a 5-point unipolar scale.)

47% 24% 29%

31% 16% 53%

I trust what GenAI generates 
(accurate, reliable, and appropriate)

GenAI isn’t just a tool, it’s more like a
“study buddy”, colleague or coach

(N = 7316)

Trust and relationship with AI

My university provides
me with enough
guidance to use GenAI
effectively in my studies

38% 26% 36%

27% 26% 47%

2024

2026 (N = 7385)

Neither

(N = 7039)

Of those students who use AI for their studies
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